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whose tyranny was menaced. Certain modern parallels, notably Germany's choice of methods in her efforts to subjugate France, might be more pertinent. In modern Europe, continues M. Rene Pinon, " money has been an element of universal corruption, it has upset the normal play of the governmental and administrative machinery, it has destroyed all idealism." The facts, as they have already been presented in these pages, hardly seem to warrant so sweeping an indictment: idealism, at all events, seems still to hold its own in spite of the " corrupting " power of wealth. In agreement with the diagnosis herein attempted of the nature of contemporary unrest, Signer Guglielmo Ferrero notes 1 that the European peoples are beginning again to care for other things than their economic organization and questions concerning the balance of trade. The interesting fact is that modern peoples seem to crave both ideal moral satisfactions and economic well-being : they want Reform as much as they want Money. It is probable that this apparently curious inconsistency is no inconsistency whatever. It is likely that the growing love of order, the general desire for reform, and the outburst of nationalism, on the one hand, and, on the other, the recognition of the fact that money is to-day the chief instrument of rapid and successful action, are different aspects of the same state of mind. In any case, it is absurd to prejudge a question of this kind. No answer to it can be reasonably attempted before considering a characteristic collection of those concrete economic factors that are so fast tending to cosmopolitanize the still distinctly differentiated rival nations and peoples.
II
When, in 1847, at tbe Congress of the Communist Union held in London, Karl Marx and Engels launched the cry: " Proletarians of all countries, unite your forces ! "; when in
1 "L'ldeal et la Richesse " :   Le Figaro, September 10, 1912.